
The rapid increase over the last two decades in the use of low reactive-level laser therapy 
(LLLT) and its acceptance in many branches of medicine and allied disciplines, followed by the new 
interest in other non-laser phototherapeutic sources such as light-emitting diodes (LEDs), has led to 
the need for an international forum for the exchange of ideas and information, dedicated to all aspects 
of pure phototherapy and photobiomodulation.

    From its inception in 1988, Laser Therapy was the first journal to link an international outlook 
in the field of phototherapy with high standards of academic content, firmly underpinned by the peer 
review process. Clinical and basic scientific studies in the use of low reactive-level laser therapy 
(LLLT), phototherapy, photodynamic therapy (PDT) and related research into photobiomodulation 
will be considered for publication.

    More recently, as Laser Therapy has become the official journal for the oldest international 
society for medical lasers, the International Society for Laser Surgery and Medicine (ISLSM) and 
also the Asian-Pacific Association for Laser Medicine and Surgery (APALMS), the scope of the 
journal has been dramatically increased to include all aspects on laser surgery, particularly, but not 
restricted to, those with an aspect involving the simultaneous delivery of nonsurgical athermal levels 
of laser energy which can have beneficial effects on the postoperative pain and healing process. 
Clinical and basic scientific studies into the use of laser surgery, also known as HLLT (high reactive-
level laser treatment), will therefore be considered for publication.

    The primary aim of this journal will be to publish original clinical and research papers of the 
highest quality. Particular attention will be paid to the design of experiments, including detailed 
reporting of all parameters used, and meaningful analysis of results.

All original papers submitted will be subject to the peer review process by independent experts in 
the appropriate field.

Regular review articles designed to bring the general reader up to date in the use of phototherapy 
with lasers and other sources in various areas, laser surgery and associated research in these fields 
will remain a feature of the journal. Please note that review papers will be invited by the Editor-in-
Chief, and will also be subject to the peer review process. Unsolicited review papers will be 
returned.

Anecdotal reports will only be accepted if, in the view of the Editors, they are correctly reported as 
far as parameters and methods are concerned, and if publication will prove useful to the readership 
in reporting a previously unknown aspect of laser therapy or will act as a stimulus to further 
research.

An occasional Product Review section will give details of new light-based therapeutic equipment 
and publications on the market. 

Correspondence to the Editors on any aspect of laser therapy is encouraged.

The Editors reserve the right to make alterations in the text of contributions, without altering the 
technical context, when considered desirable in order to produce either conformity of style or 
because of space limitations.

IMPORTANT NOTE:
Authors: please refer to and follow the ‘NOTES FOR CONTRIBUTORS’ when 
preparing manuscripts, paying particular attention to the style for the references. 
Manuscripts not adhering to the journal style will be returned unreviewed.
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Original articles and Review articles:

The Editors invite the contribution of relevant original
papers of a scientific or clinical research nature, and
clinical reports, which have not appeared in any other
publication. In addition, from time to time, the Editors
may request an author or authors to produce compre-
hensive review papers. Unsolicited review papers will
be returned to the author. Both original articles and
solicited reviews will be subject to the peer review
process.

Company profiles:

An up-to-the-moment report on manufacturers with
new laser and related products which will be of inter-
est to readers of the journal will appear from time to
time. Manufacturers are invited to submit material for
this section to the Editor-in-Chief.

Profiles:

A profile of one of the leaders in the field of HLLT
and LLLT, who may either be a clinician, a researcher,
or a combination of both, will appear in the journal
from time to time.

Book reviews:

New books will be reviewed by an expert in the field.
Reading copies are invited from authors and publish-
ers.

Meeting calendar:

A calendar of forthcoming HLLT- and LLLT-related
events and happenings will be compiled on an inter-
national basis. (Congress, course and meetings orga-
nizers are invited to send details of their events to the
Editor-in-Chief).

Letters to the Editor:

Readers are invited to write to the Editor with views
and comments on the journal and its contents, or on
any pertinent subject. Letters may be submitted by
email, or typed and sent by normal postal mail. The
Editors reserve the right to précis letters in the interest
of space.

Short communications:

Contributions in the form of ‘short communications’
are requested, rather than in the traditional ‘full paper’
format, for interesting case-histories, new treatment
techniques, or any other little wrinkles which will
interest readers. Please remember however to include
all relevant laser parameters, where appropriate. Short
communications will be subject to the peer review
process.

Editorial:

In each issue an Editorial will focus the readers’ atten-
tion on a topic or range of topics germane to the jour-
nal’s Aims and Scope or related fields. Occasionally,
the Editors may solicit Guest Editorials from leaders in
the field, and any such Guest Editorial will be subject
to the peer review process.
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108 of the US Copyright Law. This consent does not extend to other kinds of copying, such as copying for general
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